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Drewsury Devuvhiuew, 
Buvewn of the Dion, 


Cashingion, MHi]1 21,1899. ' 


ey Bq Ko FitsGibbon, 
i Treasury Agent, Uo. So Express Company, 
Wasking tan, Bo Go 


Referring t¢ the fubiest ef several senversationa between us, 
je0 the removal of $65,000,000 in sitver éo liars frem the old 

» the new vaults ef the Mint at Paileadelphia, I haves te says 

Ae this gilver dees not pass out ef the Institution in which it 
wip, wo do not consider this reweval to be transportation within 

he meaning or purview er the contract with your Cempany, and think 
he contract would not be vielated if the Superintendent made it 
uselt o 

We are disposed, however, te have the work dene by your 

y and pay a rate sufficient ta compensate fairly Ter ths 

am risk inveived. After going over the subject carefully 

he conslusion nas been reached that tea cents ($0015) per $1,000 
OWld de thia amply ami I de not see my Wey bs allow Bere. 

q This silver is pexed, $1,000 in a box. The weight ef a bex 

80 pounds) and the facts thet the route ls tereugh the heart of the 
Aty and thet the werk will pe done in daylight reduce the riste 


Uw almost te nothing. 
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oo re 

ig yjerstand frem you thet your Company claims thi# work 
igs contract, but is disposed to make « special vate for 
ose af it may do ao without the fact being Used as a prem 
Ee, the case is an unusuel one; and I am quite williny that 
ug like $¢ @deurs agein it shall be settled upen ibe worice 
s reference te the acticn at this time. 

please advise me at ounce of your conélugion upon hia 

wi tivne 

. Yory truly yars, 


Dir estat’ of the Mint, 
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Treasury Department, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, 


April 21, 1899 


Mr. J. K. Fitzgibbon, 
Treasury Agent, U.S. Express Company, 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir: 

Referring to the subject of several conversations between us, i.e., the removal of 
$65,000,000 in silver dollars from the old to the new vaults of the Mint at Philadelphia, I have to 
say: As this silver does not pass out of the Institution in which it now is, we do not consider this 
removal to be transportation within the meaning or purview of the contract with your Company, 
and think the contract would not be violated if the Superintendent made it himself. 

We are disposed, however, to have this work done by your company and pay a rate 
sufficient to compensate fairly for the labor and risk involved. After going over the subject 
carefully the conclusion has been reached that ten cents (10¢) per $1,000 would do this amply 
and I do not see my way to allow more. 

This silver is boxed, $1,000 in a box. The weight of a box (60 pounds) and the facts that 
the route is through the heart of the city and that the work will be done in daylight, reduce the 
risk of loss almost to nothing. 

I understand from you that your Company claims this work under its contracts, but is 
disposed to make a special rate for this case if it may do so without the fact being used as a 
precedent. The case is an unusual one; and I am quite willing that if one like it occurs again it 
shall be settled upon its merits without reference to the action at this time. 

Please advise me at once of your conclusions upon this proposition. 

Very truly yours, 

[Signature] George E. Roberts 

Director of the Mint. 


